


Honda VT750DC ACE

Disclaimer:

The articles in the “History, Specifications, and Review Manual” (this document) and those
that may be posted in the forums of the 750ace.com website are meant for information
purposes only. These procedures and modifications are not manufacturer approved
instructions or modifications and they may not be legal in some municipalities.
750ace.com is furnishing this information “as is”. 750ace.com does not provide any
warranty of these articles whatsoever, whether expressed, implied, or statutory,
including, but not limited to, any warranty of performance or fitness for a particular
purpose or any warranty that the contents of the articles will be error-free.
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Honda VT750 Shadow A.C.E.
(American Classic Edition)

1845 D-Type Dream

In 1995, Honda decided to take a run at the Harley-Davidson
dominated motorcycle cruiser market with the introduction
of the VT1100 A.C.E. (American Classic Edition). This
beautifully made machine shamelessly took a lot of styling
tips from HD, while retaining many of the strong points of
classic Honda bikes. Combining classic retro styling, big V-twin
torque and rumble (The ACE incorporated a new single pin
crank on the standard Shadow V-twin to emulate Harley's
patented "... tomato... tomato..." sound and vibration) and
lower cost while keeping Honda's typical high quality made
for a new cruiser that could ride with the best. And, although
many people at first sneered that this was just a Japanese rip-
off of a Harley, it wasn't long before skyrocketing sales of this
new line of cruisers proved that Honda had found a much
needed niche in the cruiser market.

Many people don't realize that Honda has been making
motorcycles for over 50 years! You do not stay in business
that long without a strong product and a loyal customer
base and Honda has some of the strongest products and
most loyal customers in the world.

Honda has made so many models over the years that |
can't even begin to cover them here, so | will just stick with
a simple history on the bike that this website is meant for,
the V-Twin 750cc Shadow A.C.E. line.

The 750 ACE line ran from 1998 up until 2003 with only minor changes and with great sales. Then in 2004, Honda made a big
move and stopped production of the 750 ACE, instead introducing the 750 Aero. And while the 750 Aero looks a lot like the
ACE and has many of the same features, it is most definitely NOT the same bike. Gone are the twin 34mm carbs, replaced

instead by a single 34mm carb. Gone is the chain drive, replaced
instead by a shaft drive. Dry weight of the Aero is 14 pounds heavier;
and the suspension and smaller rear tire on the Aero has less travel
with a stiffer ride. Don't get me wrong... by all accounts, the Aerois a
great machine, but in my eyes and the eyes of many ACE owners, it just
isn't an ACE. We can only hope that sometime in the future, Honda will
re-introduce the ACE line.
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=Honda VT 750 CD Shadow A.C.E. Deluxe 2002
Specifications

General information

Model: Honda VT 750 CD Shadow A.C.E. Deluxe
Year: 2002
Category: Custom / cruiser

Engine and transmission

Displacement: 745.00 cc (45.46 cubic inches)

Engine type: Liquid-cooled, 52-degree, V-twin, single pin crank
Carburetion: Two 34mm diaphragm-type CV

Stroke: 4

Compression: 9.0:1

Bore x stroke: 79.0 x 76.0 mm (3.1 x 3.0 inches)

Valves per cylinder: 3

Fuel control: SOHC

Cooling system: Liquid

Gearbox: 5-speed, Wide Ratio

Transmission type

final drive: Chain, O-Ring Sealed
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Physical measures

Dry weight: 229.0 kg (504.9 pounds)
Seat height: 701 mm (27.6 inches)
Wheelbase: 1,615 mm (63.6 inches)

Honda VT750CD ACE

Chassis and dimensions
Front suspension: Travel 130 mm (5.1 inches); 41mm fork (140mm travel from another source)

Rear suspension: 89 mm (3.5 inches) Dual shocks with five-position spring preload adjustability (930mm

travel other source)

Front tire dimensions: 120/90-17

Rear tire dimensions: 170/80-15

Front brakes: Single with twin-piston caliper

Front brakes diameter: 296 mm (11.7 inches)
Rear brakes: Expanding brake drum style

Fuel specifications

Fuel capacity: 16.80 liters (4.44 gallons)

Reserve fuel capacity: 4.10 liters (1.08 gallons)

Specifications from 2003 Magazine Article

SPECIFICATIONS

Madel Honda ACE 750 Shadow Dy weight 229 kg (505 |b)
Price 50,000 (pstimate) Seat height oo mm (27,6 in.)
Engine Liquid-cooled four- Fuel capacity 14 L
5]:"“‘“ "'r;':“‘“' with Fuel consumption 5.2 Lioo km
three valves
LGl G Fuel range E::s T:f}
Horsepower 36 Al 5,500 pm
Torque 57 H-m (42 [b-1t) at
3,000 rpm
Displacement 745 €€ % e
Bore « stroke 79'% 76 mm 70 le
Compression ratio g:x w‘_.__
Carburetion Two 36 mm CV - s 0]
Transmission  Fve-speed g ot o
Final drive Chain 2 -
Suspension 41 mm Fran? fork with i ::
130 mm travel;
twin rear shocks 1 “ern ghaees) L
adjustable for preload
with go mm travel
Wheelbase 1,615 mm (636 in) Horsepower(torque
Rake/trall HoAL Is thet all7: Maybe we should be embar-
ot 5 q rassed 1o praise an engine with a peak
e ngle 266 mm ool g 000 of 36 hp, but for slow-speed.
d's_: w;llh_n'nn-pssmn urban cruising, the instant torque surge
LI na o and mellow, flexible engine are perfecly
n'u:n rear dium fine, especially in a lighter chassis. On
Tires Bridgestone Exedra the highway, it docs Mag a bit, but the

riding positien docsn’t permit a fast
CRUISe anyway,

120fg0-17 front;
1708015 rear
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Honda VIN Number Identification
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2002 Honda VT750 Shadow ACE Review

Honda's Shadow American Classic Edition, the budget-minded cruiser that thinks it is a one-of, hand-built show
bike. All VT750s boast fit and finish equal to our top-of-the-line cruisers. Everywhere you look - the fork covers,
shift lever, rear brake lever, foot peg brackets, chain guard, cylinder-head covers, left and right engine covers and
the side stand - the A.C.E. glitters with a quality finish that other mid-sized cruisers can only dream about. Of
course, the A.C.E.'s performance is none too shabby either, thanks to a 745cc 52-degree V-twin fed by two 34mm
constant velocity carburetors. Three-valve heads and twin spark plugs take care of the combustion process
efficiently while the automatic cam chain tensioner and solid-state electronic ignition system keep maintenance
to a minimum.

e Exclusive to the VT750CC is its deluxe two-tone paint scheme.
e Exclusive to the VT750CB is its pinstriped black paint.
e Exclusive to the VT750DD is its unique Blue Motif paint scheme.
Exclusive VT750 features
e 745cc liquid-cooled V-twin engine produces impressive power over a broad rpm-range.

e lLong-stroke design combines with high-mass ACG and crankshaft to give strong V-twin feel and low-rpm
torque peak.

e Dual 34mm Constant Velocity (CV) carburetors offer crisp throttle response.

e Three-valve cylinder head design utilizes two spark plugs per cylinder for excellent combustion efficiency
and high power output.

e Finned cylinders enhance appearance.

e Aluminum radiator maintains consistent engine temperature for optimum performance and long engine
life.

e Wide-ratio five-speed transmission.
e Reliable electric starting system.
e Solid-state ignition with electronic advance offers dependability and is maintenance-free.

e Air-injection system reduces emissions by injecting air into the exhaust ports to ensure complete
combustion.

e Sleek two-into-one exhaust system encloses two fully independent pipe and silencer sets in a single, long,
large-diameter case.

Engine
e  745cc liquid-cooled V-twin engine produces impressive power over a broad rpm-range.

e Long-stroke design combines with high-mass ACG and crankshaft to give strong V-twin feel and low-rpm
torque peak.

e Dual 34mm Constant Velocity (CV) carburetors offer crisp throttle response.

e Three-valve cylinder head design utilizes two spark plugs per cylinder for excellent combustion efficiency
and high power output.

e Finned cylinders enhance appearance.
e Aluminum radiator maintains consistent engine temperature for optimum performance and long engine

life.
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Wide-ratio five-speed transmission.
Reliable electric starting system.
Solid-state ignition with electronic advance offers dependability and is maintenance-free.

Air-injection system reduces emissions by injecting air into the exhaust ports to ensure complete
combustion.

Sleek two-into-one exhaust system encloses two fully independent pipe and silencer sets in a single, long,
large-diameter case.

Chassis/Suspension

Innovative frame design features large, rectangular-section steel tube backbone reaching back from
massive cast steering head to rear of the engine case for simplicity and strength.

Frame features forged pivot-plate castings, rigid engine mounting and large rectangular-section swing
arm.

Sturdy and responsive 41mm front fork features large-diameter chromed steel shrouds and large billet-
aluminum triple-clamp for a distinctive retro look. Together they deliver confident, neutral handling
control and plush, 140mm wheel travel.

Large, 4mm-thick fork brace mounted under fender enhances rigidity.

Dual-shock rear suspension features five-position preload adjustability and eye-catching chrome covers,
while offering 90mm of wheel travel for a smooth, well-controlled ride.

Large-section tires mounted on traditional spoke wheels with wide chromed rims.

Front-end features a fat, 120/90-17 tire that provides a wide footprint and matches the substantial style
of the machine.

Single 296mm front disc brake with twin-piston caliper grips drilled rotor between sintered metal pads.
Rear brake features a 180mm drum.

Durable O-ring-sealed drive chain.

Additional Features

Chrome highlights include: front fork covers, side stand, brake and clutch lever brackets, rear brake pedal,
shift lever, foot peg brackets, chain guard, swing arm pivot cap, left and right engine side covers, cylinder
head cover.

Black treatment of engine center cases and cylinders with polished treatment on cylinder fins.
Broad, low-slung solo seat with quickly detachable passenger seat.

Large-diameter handlebar is positioned low and wide for a comfortable feel, and is mounted on rubber-
cushioned risers to reduce vibration.

Long, stretched-design 14.0 litre fuel tank.
Brilliant, 1770mm 60/55-watt halogen headlight.

Electronic speedometer with elegant white-face design includes indicator lights and trip
odometer/odometer display.

Large custom-styled taillight like that used on the Valkyrie, and attractive bullet-shaped turn indicators.
Chrome air cleaner cover.

Solid aluminum foot pegs with wide rubber trim bands project a custom-made look.
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e Steering-head lock for added security when parked.

e Transferable one-year unlimited-mileage limited warranty.
Available Accessories
e Custom windshield.

e Chrome accessories include; backrest with pad (low type), backrest with pad (tall type), rear carrier
(square tube), backrest/rear carrier mounting brackets, headlight visor, radiator trim, and saddlebag
supports.

e Billet accessories include; rider foot pegs, master cylinder cap, handlebar clamps, oil dipstick, brake
caliper caps and license plate frame.

e Soft goods include; leather saddlebags, leather tank belt, leather front pouch, leather backrest bag,
leather touring bag, solo seat with rear fender panel, and motorcycle cover.

e Additional accessories include; headlight cowl, and radiator cowl.
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Honda Shadow ACE 750 Review - A High Quality Mid-Range Cruiser

First Impressions

The Shadow ACE 750 is one of the most stylish mid-range metric cruisers out there. With the dash-mounted
speedometer and plenty of chrome to go around, this bike turns heads no matter where it goes

Just about the only downside is that it's a bit cramped and still relies on a chain-driven drive train, which requires
a bit more maintenance than the 1100-series of the ACE, which is shaft-driven.

So...Let's Talk About The ACE 750

A lot of people look at the Honda Shadow lineup out there and wonder why Honda keeps making so many
different shapes and sizes of this bike. Over the last 10 years, Honda has released the ACE 750 the Spirit 750, the
ACE 1100 the VLX 600 (standard and deluxe), the ACE 1100, the Sabre 1100, the Aero 1100, the Aero 750 and
Spirit 1100 -- all of which are part of the Shadow lineup. Because of the high number of bikes in the Shadow
lineup, some think that Honda has a bit of an identity crisis surrounding the Shadows and just cannot figure out
what kind of bike the Shadow should be.

Having ridden nearly all of the Shadow series bikes, | think Honda has figured out EXACTLY what the Shadow is
suppose to be....a bike for every size and shape of person. They have figured out that making slight modifications
to the styling and reusing similar engines makes for a broader customer base.

The ACE 750 falls right in the middle of Honda's Shadow lineup as a mid-range cruiser with classic styling. It is
bigger and roomier than the Shadow VLX 600, but a bit more petite than the ACE, Sabre, and Spirit 1100s.

Weighing in at 500lbs. dry weight and offering 40hp stock, the ACE 750 provides average weight/average height
riders with a strong, nimble ride with enough giddy up for long highway rides.

So...How Is The Power Offered By The ACE 750?

While 40hp may not sound like a lot when compared to the 100hp offered by the CBR lineup, no one buying a
cruiser should be realistically expecting to do 150mph. So let's compare apples to apples when looking at
horsepower. When compared to its bigger brother, the ACE 1100 (which comes from the factory making 51hp),
the numbers are pretty good. 40hp will have you comfortably cruising the highways at 65mph with no problem.

| do have to comment that above 65mph, | did find myself looking for another gear. The ACE 750 is geared for
torque and so moving the speedometer up makes the motor sound a feel like it's revving high. It's something to
get used to, but rest assured that the ACE 750 will do 70mph-80mph all day long.

The good news is that the ACE 750 also has room to grow when it comes to increasing the horsepower. Additions
such as a high-flow air filter, new jet kit, and power commander module can nudge horsepower more toward the
50-55hp levels; not too shabby for a 750cc V-Twin.

10 History, Specifications, and Review Manual



Honda VT750CD ACE
How's The Handling?

With a 63.6 inch wheel base, the ACE 750 is not a particularly long bike. This makes it very nimble and easy to
handle. When combined with the 500lb dry weight, this means it's heavy enough to stand big gusts of wind on the
highway, but light enough to be able to maneuver around parking lots easily. The ACE's handlebars rest in a
comfortable position that make turning the wider front tire relatively easy.

The only complaint | have with regard to the suspension is one that is common across the Shadows. The front fork
springs are a bit on the mushy side, which results in a bit of a nose-diving when applying the front brake
aggressively. While this is definitely not a show-stopper for the ACE 750, I'd suggest a set of aftermarket fork
springs and heavier front fork oil to really bring the front suspension to its peak.

How About Maintenance?

Heck...it's a Honda. Maintenance on the ACE 750 is pretty straight forward. Change the oil and coolant fluid, check
your tire tread and air pressure, oil the chain at the appropriate periods and you are good to go!

One other thing to note about the ACE 750 is that the rear brake is a drum brake, not a disk brake. While this
doesn't really add any additional maintenance, when it comes time to change the rear brake out, it's a bit more
involved that just snapping out the old pads and dropping in the new.

Other than that, the most intense maintenance you'll have on the ACE 750 is keeping all those spokes clean. While
they offer that beautiful classic look, be prepared to scrub the road grime off them periodically to keep them
looking great.

How About Fuel Mileage and Range?

The ACE 750 sports a 3.7 gallon tank and gets around gets anywhere from 40mpg to 45mpg, depending on how
and where you are riding. This means that you are looking at 120-130 miles before having to stop for gas. In other
words, it is more likely that your butt will be crying "uncle" before the ACE does.

How about comfort?

As | mentioned earlier, the ACE 750 is a bit on the cramped side for taller or larger riders. The foot pegs are in
somewhat of a forward position, but taller riders might consider investing in aftermarket forward controls or
floorboards if they plan on taking longer trips.

Heavier riders or those looking for long road trip with plenty of riders might consider stepping up to the ACE 1100.
In addition, the passenger setup for long trips leaves much to be desired in the way of comfort.

The only other bone of contention | have with the ACE's comfort is something that | have seen across the entire
Shadow lineup....the seat. Honda installs very stiff seats on their cruisers, which makes for uncomfortable longer
rides. The stiff seats last longer and hold up better, but after a couple hundred miles on a stock Honda seat, | find
myself shifting to relieve the pressure on my tailbone. The ACE 750's seat is no different and | would suggest that
any ACE owner look around at the Mustang or Corbin seats. They look expensive at first blush, but offer a totally
different comfort level than the stocker does. Adding a more comfortable pillion pad will also make your
passenger much happier for those long trips.
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How About The Price?

| consider the ACE 750 to be one of the best-priced cruisers in its class. When compared to other bikes in its class,
the ACE 750 (at $5,999) comes in right in the middle:

e Yamaha V-Star 650 - MSRP of $5,500
e Kawasaki Vulcan 800 - MSRP of $6,200
e  Suzuki Savage 650 - MSRP of $4,300

While each of these are excellent mid-range cruisers, the ACE 750 offers better long distance riding than the
Savage and better styling than the Vulcan 800. The closest competitor with the ACE 750 is the V-Star 650, which is
a respectable choice as well for medium-build riders.

What about accessories?

There are plenty of chrome doodads out there for the ACE 750, as well as a few performance enhancers as well.
Major aftermarket manufacturers like Cobra, K&N, Vance & Hines, and Dynolet all offer plenty of options to
customize your ACE or hop it up a bit. Do not forget about the Hondaline accessories as well. While they are a bit
pricier, fit and finish is top-notch and they are guaranteed to fit the ACE 750 perfectly.

So do not worry...there are plenty of accessories out there to continue draining your wallet after the initial
purchase. The good news, however, is that the ACE 750 comes from the factory looking sharp and leaving it stock
will still turn heads as you cruise down the road.

The Final Lowdown

| do like the ACE 750 as a midrange cruiser. For riders who are mid-sized (5'-5" - 6' and 150lbs - 180Ibs), | think it is
a great choice. Larger and taller riders will find the bike a bit cramped. For those who are looking at long road
trips, the ACE 750 is a suitable bike, but you could find better comfort from one of the larger cruisers.

Overall, though, it is a great looking bike with a great price tag and low maintenance needs. This adds up to a low
initial outlay and plenty of miles of smiles.

Ride Safe!
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